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HISTORYHISTORY
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2003 Northeastern Nevada Stewardship Group
2003 Northern Nevada Partnerships-Elko 
2005 Lander County SD Committee
2006 Humboldt-Pershing SD Partnership (HPSD)

COALITION CONCEPT
The “ Gold Belt Coalition” includes SD groups in
Communities along the I-80 corridor from Elko to
Lovelock who are economically dependent upon the
mining industry.  Due to the 
finite nature of mining, the goal is to plan for a future
after Mining.



WHY SDWHY SD
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� Mining Boom & Bust Cycles
� Single Industry-Economy
� Diversify the Economy
� Keep young people in the community

Mining should leave a lasting legacy in the 
communities beyond the here & now of 
good jobs, vibrant economy and low 
unemployment.  



WHO is HPSDWHO is HPSD
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HPSD:
� Formalized 2006; Non-Profit Organization.

� Humboldt & Pershing Counties, Nevada.

� Coeur Rochester Mine provided funding and 
leadership since 2005.

� Comprised of City & County Govt., Eight Mines, 
BLM, Land Developers, Renewable Energy 
Companies, Agriculture and Ranching, 
Educational Institutions, Business and 
Community Leaders. 



WHAT IS HPSDWHAT IS HPSD
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HPSD is the only N. Nevada-
based regional NGO that 
transcends county and political 
boundaries; and whose only 
purpose is to build better 
communities through sound 
sustainable development 
practices.



HOWHOW--TO FOR HPSDTO FOR HPSD
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BLM & Public Lands
� SD element in RMP
� Enhance recreational opportunities on

public land

Integration of positive elements of rural lifestyle 
� Strong sense of community 
� Pride of culture and ranching heritage
� Good community support for mining

Bringing together broad coalition of stakeholders

Encouraging Renewable energy opportunities



Sustainable Development Sustainable Development 
DEFINITIONSDEFINITIONS
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“Current generations meeting their needs without 
compromising the ability of future generations to 
meet their own needs.“ [Brundtland Commission]

“SD concepts should be used to guide business 
development from project inception to provide 
economic return; protect the Environment and 
encourage ongoing social and economic activities
beyond mine closure.”

“Sustainable development is development that 
takes the impact on the environment into account 
and tries to minimize environmental damage.”



HPSDHPSD
Definition of SDDefinition of SD

HUMBOLDT-PERSHING SUSTAINABLE DEVELOPMENT PARTNERSHIP

MISSION

“ We are working on ways to make 
our rural lifestyle less dependent 

on mining . . .”

. . . . .By finding alternative uses for existing mine sites 
and complementing ongoing economic development 

efforts in our communities.



THE VISIONTHE VISION
How do we do it
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1.  Build strong partnerships by collaboration 
through existing resources:

� Partnerships with private, public sectors
� Mining Corporations
� Private Industry
� Utilities/Energy Companies
� BLM
� County, City and State Government
� Community Stakeholders

2.  Educate and Publicize the HPSD Mission



RANCHING & AGRICULTURERANCHING & AGRICULTURE
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“ Historically, ranchers are the natives of a rural 
community. They form the historic fabric of roots that 
help to define the Iconic identity of a community. 
Ranches were generally established years ago by hardy 
pioneer folk, and most ranches are passed down 
through the family. Ranchers face a myriad 
of challenges that threaten this way of life; the biggest is 
growth and urban-sprawl - spilling over to the rural 
landscape with ever-increasing land and housing 
development. Ranching represents a nostalgic way of 
life that is connected to nature that our modern fast 
paced and transient society now yearns for. 
Unfortunately, this lifestyle will likely succumb and slip 
away unless we realize its true value and cultural 
contribution.” ~Humboldt Co. rancher Jim Christison



Possible Compatible 
Post-Mining Land Uses

• Eco-Industrial Parks
• Landfills
• Industrial Rock 
• Rural recreation development
• Flood detention structures
• Schools, parks, golf courses

� Wind, Geothermal & Solar 
energy development

Presented at
Mine Design, 

Operations & Closure 
Conference ‘06

Mine Reclamation 
Session

Butte, MT
April 26, 2006

Dirk van Zyl, 
UNR
Reginald Reid 
& Jeff Johnson, 
BLM



Kennecott’s 

Denton-Rawhide Mine
(near town of Hawthorne, NV)

• Proposal: Landfill 
– For local & out-of-State use

• Proposal: Wind Energy generation 
– Using existing power infrastructure (up to 2 MW 

capacity)

• Problem: RMP does not allow land disposals
in area of mine

• Solution: Withdrawal & Plan Amendment 
approved by State Director
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WIND ENERGY – NEVADA PAST



Wind EnergyWind Energy--
NevadaNevada’’s Future?s Future?
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� Parent company NGP located in Vancouver

� 15 Miles West of Winnemucca

� 30 MW with goal of 50 MW

� 375 million project

� Production projected 2009

� 120 kV transmission route-flat terrain

� Currently 8% of Renewables is from Geothermal in NV

Blue Mtn. Geothermal PlantBlue Mtn. Geothermal Plant
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HPSD BLUE MTN. GEOTHERMAL PLANT HPSD BLUE MTN. GEOTHERMAL PLANT 

Humboldt County, NV 2008Humboldt County, NV 2008
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SUSTAINABLE DEVELOPMENT FOUNDATION
� Self-sustaining Community Foundation
� Governed and driven by local community 

trustees
� Serving the rural communities
� Building an endowment to help mitigate the 

downturns of mining

RENEWABLE ENERGY PARTNERSHIPS


